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My younc FRIEND, 


\ HE Miniſter of your Pariſh has, I 
have good confidence, fully explain- 

ed to you the Nature of that Rite which. 
has now been performed; and you, on 


your part, have conſidered, I hope, as ſe- 
riouſly as your age and ability will permit, 
its importance with reſpect to yourſelf. 


By the care of your Parents, you were bap- 
tized in your Infancy; and were thereby 


made a Member of the Church of Chriſt, at 


an age when you were incapable of giving 
your conſent thereto: by a continuance 
of the ſame care you have been inſtructed 
in the Principles of that Religion, into 
which you were initiated by Baptiſm; 


and you have this day fignified that con- 


ſent, which at your baptiſm you could not 
A 2 e give 


F 
give. Vou have ſignified your belief of the 
truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and bound 
yourſelf to live according to its precepts. 
You would, indeed, have been bound to 
obey the precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as far as they had come to your knowledge, 
though you had not been brought to the 
Biſhop to be confirmed by him. Confir- 
mation does not lay upon you any new 
burden: you were not, before confirma- 
tion, at liberty to commit any action which 
you knew to be ſinful; and you are not 
now, after confirmation, reſtrained from 
any action which you know to be inno- 
cent. Out of a fincere deſire to promote 
your everlaſting welfare, I have thought fit, 
on this occaſion, to give you a word of 
advice: I ſhall never have ſo good an 
opportunity of doing it, nor can it at any 
time be more uſeful to you than at preſent; 
for your mind is, I truſt, at preſent free 
from vice, and diſpoſed to every thing that 
is good; and you will ſoon be tempted, 
both by the cuſtoms of the world, and your 
own appetites, to many things which are 
2 : | evil. 
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| evil May God ſanctify this my feeble en- 


e to ſerve you! ? 


I BEGIN my advice with recommending 
it to you in the ſtrongeſt manner, — to let 
no day paſs without thinking of God, and 


offering up your prayers to him,—Your 


Parents, I hope, have not omitted to ac- 
cuſtom you to this duty: if they have, 
though it will not become you to upbraid 
them ſor their neglect, yet it will certainly 


become you not t6 follow their example; 


you muſt do more for yourſelf in this par- 
ticular that they have done for you. The 


Education Of many young perſons is ex- 


tremely ill ſuited to promote their preſent 


| happineſs as Men, or their future happineſs 
as Chriſtians. Great numbers, eſpecially 


in the lower claſſes of life, are wholly\ne- 
glected from their very infancy ; permitted 


to contract habits of ſwearing, lying, thiev- 


ing, drinking, ſabbath-breaking z of idles 
neſs, debauchery, and rudeneſs, without 
correction or reproof. From habits ac- _ 
quired at an 1 early age the future quality of 
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55 
a man's life, as to virtue or vice, is gene- 
rally, and almoſt neceſſarily derived: how 
deplorable then is the condition of thofe 
Children who are ſuffered to grow up in 


ignorance, diſhoneſty, intemperance, and 


profaneneſs; whoſe parents are too wicked 
to reſtrain them, too ſtupid to inſtru 
them! Others, in the higher ranks of life, 
are inſtruted with care in languages, in 
hiſtory „in philoſophy, in muſic, in dancing, 


in every. accompliſhment which may fit 


them for a proper appearance in the world, 
Parents think the Education of their Chil- 


dren is properly finiſhed when they have 


acquired theſe modiſh qualifications, none 


of which are of any worth when put in 


competition with a knowledge of Religion, 
That is either wholly neglected, or it is 


taught them in an improper manner: they 
are inſtructed by rote, in their nurſery, in 


a few of its doctrines; but they are not, 
when they come out of it, familiarized to 

the practice of its duties; they are not 
taught, to love and regard the Goſpel of Chriſi 
a the-power of God unto ſalvation to every one 


that 
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that beieveth,* as the one unerring rule by 


which they ought to regulate every thought, 
word, and action of their future lives. 


This kind of religious knowledge tends to 


improve the heart, and is intirely different 
from that which conſiſts in knowing the 
riſe and progreſs of particular DoQrines | 
and Seas; in being acquainted with the 
moſt noted objections to the truth of 
Chriſtianity; in underſtanding how to ob- 
viate them, and in comprehending a va— 
riety of explanations, which Interpreters 
hate affixed to difficult paſſages of Scrip= 
ture: yet, alas! this curious, wrangling, 


| ſpeculative, and 3 ſort of know- 


ledge, is the only hich is taught thoſe 


young Perſons who are inſtructed in the 


Chriſtian Religion; and it is much more 


than is taught young perſons in general. 
A principal cauſe of this neglect, as to the 


religious education of Children in all con- 
ditions of life, is this that many Parents 
are themſelves very wicked, and very in- 
different about Religion. — They have 
rarely any proper ſenſe of it as a rule of 
s A4. con- 
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conduct, and they cannot therefore preſcribe 
it to their children; or, if they do under- 
ſtand it, they are generally ſo immerſed in 
viciouſneſs of life, and a neglect of all ſuch 
Chriſtian duties as happen to claſh with 
their inclinations, paſſions and prejudices, 
that they are aſhamed to teach the neceſſity 
of obeying principles, which they them- 
{elves have not the grace prackite. | 


Ir is, in "220 _ meaſure, to. attempt to. 


remedy theſe defects of Education where 


they exiſt, and to confirm in goodneſs the 


minds of ſuch young perſons whoſe Edu- 
cation has not been neglected, that I 


make this addreſs to all, I recommend to 
all—an early Piety as the root of every vir⸗ 
tue, as the ſureſt ſource of comfort in every 
ſtage and condition of life.—Y our Parents, 
however good: they may be, will, in the 
courſe of nature, be ſoon taken from you; 


friends you may-have but few, or perhaps 
none who can, or at leaſt who will aſſiſt 


you in your need. You are juſt entering 
into a world, where you will find every one 
| buſtling 


7 


K 9 1 
Puſfling for his own advantage, and little 


regardful of that of others; you will meet 


with many hardſhips, and have many diffi- 
culties to ſtruggle with; let your fituation 


be what it may, you will ſtand in great 
need of a Protector who has power to ſuc- 


eour you, wiſdom. to ſee what is fitteſt for 
you, and goodneſs to-give you every thing. 


that will be of uſe te you. God is that 


Protector. He is moſt able, moſt wiſe, 


and moſt willing to guard you from misfor- 
runes, and to bleſs you with all comforts; ' 


it is your higheſt intereſt to procure his fa- 


your: you need not deſpair of 1 it, 

deſerve it; 
and you will be moſt likely to endeavour 
to deſerve it through the whole courſe of 


if you will but endeavour to 


life, if you accuſtom yourſelf, in your 


younger years, to think of him with reve- 
rence, to pray to him with humility and 


hope, and to praiſe kim with heart- felt gra- 


titude for all his 8 towards you. 


I exhort you never to let either the plea- 


tures or the cares of life produce in you a 


=. for- 


„ g 
forgetfulneſs of God, and an indeyout mind. 
A brutiſh hardneſs, and impenitence, and 
impiety of heart is the greateſt poſſible evil 
which can befal you, let your condition be 
what it may. Riches will be a curſe to 
you if they make you proud and arrogant, 
and diſregardful of your Maker; and 
Poverty has no calamity belonging to it ſo 
great, as that abandoned contempt of God, 
that mad raſhneſs with reſpect to futurity, 
which too often accompanies it. I warn 
vou, whether you are, born to poverty or 
riches, not to live as if there was no God 
in the world. He is not indeed the object 
of any of your ſenſes, yet he is always with 
you; you cannot ſpeak but he hears you; 
you cannot ſtir a ſtep but he accompanies 
you. It depends upon yourſelf, whether 
you will make this adorable and incompre- 
| henfible Being, from 'whoſe Preſence you 
cannot withdraw. yourſelf; from whole 
Eye you cannot hide your actions; from 
whoſe Knowledge you cannot conceal your 
thoughts; it depends upon yourſelf, whe- 
ther you will make him your Friend or 


Enemy. 
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Enemy. He is the Friend of Virtue, an 
the Enemy of Vice, If you are a follower 
of that which is good, he allows and en- 
courages you to addreſs him under appella- 
tions ſuited to your comprehenſion, and 
comfortable to your imperfection; he in- 
ſtructs you to call him Governor, Friend, 
and Father: but if you are bent on evil 
courſes, you muſt confider him as a Judge 
and an Avenger, from whoſe mercy you 
have nothing to expect; for without holineſs 
no man /hall, no man can ſee the Loyd, x 


MEDITATE again and again on the Na- 
ture of this ſupreme Being, and on the 
relation in which you ſtand to him. He 
is from everlaſting to everlaſting; you are 
juſt come into an exiſtence which will 


have no end; but the manner of this your 


ne ver- ceaſing exiſtence, will be happy or 
miſerable, according as by your conduct in 


this world you pleaſe or diſpleaſe him. He 


is all powerful, and diſpoſed to give you 
every thing; you are weakneſs itſelf, and 
without him can have nothing. He re- 

As - ſpects 


* Heb. Ali. 14. 


ſpets not your outward circumſtances;: - 
you may unhappily have been inſtructed to 
mind little elſe. Men may ſcorn you for 
Jour meanneſs or poverty; men may flat- 
ter you for your rank or riches: God re- 
gards you for nothing but your goodneſs; 
for that, and for that only, will he reward 
you in this world, and in the next, Such 
meditations. as theſe take up no time; they 
may be made in your, chamber, in the- 
Held, in the highway, in the midſt of the 
| buſineſs and tumult of the world. I be- 
ſeech you therefore, as you tender your 
own happineſs temporal and eternal, to let 
the fear and the love of God dwell in vou. 
as an active principle; pray to him daily, 
think of him hourly, commit yourſelf to 
his guidance, and have confidence in his. 
protection. Thus will you acquire an 
habit of dedicating every action to the wilt 
of your Maker; you will. Rte that 
you live under his. more immediate inſpec- 
tion, and that perſuaſion will generate in 
vou holineſs of life. If in the world you. 
have affliction, you wy! bear 1 it patiently, 
from 
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from knowing that it is the chaſtiſement 
of an affectionate father, who perfectly 
knows what ſort of diſcipline is beſt ſuited 
to adyance your moral improvement. If 
in the world you have proſperity, you will 
refer your good fortune to his kindneſs; 


and this your pious gratitude will of itſelf 


become. an occaſion: of the continuance of | 
his goodneſs. 


LET your prayers. be: rather frequent 
than long.— Their frequency will produce 
and preſerve in you that diſpoſition, with 
which you will become a proper object of 
God's protection, and without. which the 
longeſt prayers cannot procure it for you. 
But whether you make long or ſhort pray- 
ers, let them always proceed from the bot= 
tom of the heart. Reſt not in the outward 
ceremony of repeating certain forms which 
have been taught you, whilſt your inward 
thoughts are dwelling upon ſome other 
ſubject, or wandering in a diſtracted man- 
ner through a variety of ſubje&s: this is 
the mere labour of the lips,. and- cannot 

"anal 
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avail you to any good; it may be a ſort of 
hypocriſy, and as ſuch, being an abomina- 
tion to God, will draw down evil on you. 


| When you addreſs the ſupreme Being, you 


muſt be attentive to what you are doing; 


you muſt draw nigh to him with your 


heart, as well as with your lips; you muſt 
think of the meaning of every word you 
utter; you muſt be earneſt in your peti- 
tions, and fervent in your hope of obtain- 
ing the completion of en as are proper to 
be granted. | | 


Taz ſubje&s of your prayers will be 


various according to your wants, ' In bo- 


.dily ſickneſs, you will pray for health; in 
mental uneaſineſs, for peace of mind; in 


adverſity, for protection; in proſperity, 


that you may uſe the good things God has 
given you as means of your future ſalvation, 
Natural reaſon teaches you this; but there 
is a ſubje& of prayer which natural reaſon 


not teach you: it is by revelation that 
youxre inſtructed to pray for the aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit to inlighten your under- | 


ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, and to ſanctify your heart, De- 5 
ceive not yourſelf in this matter by a warm 
imagination, which often produces an ex- 
ceſs of devotion; nor be you deceived by 
others. Beware of thinking that you are 
favoured with any extraordinary commu» 
nications of God's Spirit, and ſhun the 
fellowſhip of thoſe who pretend to them. 
Their pretenſions, there is reaſon to be- 
lieve, are grounded in ſelf-deluſion; for we 
charitably hope that they are not grounded 
in a worſe principle, a deſire of deluding 
others for their own benefit. The holy 
Spirit, we know, gave his affiſtance in an 
extraordinary manner to the firſt preachers _ 
of the Goſpel, and they were ſure of his 
dwelling in them* by the power of ſpeaking 
with new tongues," and by the other gifts 
which he diſtributed to them. 1 
we have the Authority of Scripture for fay- 
ing that God ſtill continues to work in us 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure — 
to give his holy Spirit to them that aſk him | 
but the manner in which the holy Spirit 
3 = gives 
* x Cor. iii. 16. + Phil. ii. 13. + Luke ii. 13. 


ö „ | 
gives his aſſiſtance to faithful and pious: 
perſons is not attended with any certain 
ſign of its being given, it is ſecret and un- 
known; you cannot diſtinguiſh the work - 
ing, by which he helpeth your infirmities,” 
from the ordinary operations of your own 


- . . 


Min d. | 


- With reſpect to what are eſteemed 
temporal bleſſings, ſuch as riches and ho- 
nours, they ſo frequently, by being mil- 
uſed, become the occaſions of temporat 
evil and of eternal ruin to thoſe who poileſs 
them, that they ought to be but very in- 
ferior objects of your prayers; ſeek ye fir/t 
the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and” 
all theſe things ſhall be added unto you. Þ 
But if you do pray for theſe things at all, it 
ſhould always be with ſome ſuch reſtriction 
as this— if thou, Cord, ſeeſt that they will 
be for my eee ener, it becomes 
us on all occaſions, rather to pray that God 
would take us under his guidance, and 
would govern us by any means he thinks 
. 15 pe "He 
* Bom. viii. 26 Matt. I. 3%. 
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fir, whether by adverſity or proſperity, ſe 
as to bring us to everlaſting happineſs, than 
to be very particular in our petitions to 
him. For we are ſenſual and ſhort · ſighted 
creatures ; our carnal appetites will prompt | 
us to aſk for what is dangerous to our ſpi- 
rituaLpbrity ; and our ignorance of what 
may in the event be fitteſt for us, will, in 
many inſtances, render our very prayers, if 
granted, misfortunes to us. It is your 
duty to prefer your petitions at the Throne 
of God, and it is your intereſt in doing it 
to beg him with all humility and fincerity of 
heart to judge for you; to deal with you as 
a father dealeth with his child; to give you 

| What he knoweth will be for your good, 
whether you aſk for it or not; and to with». - 
hold from you what he knoweth wilt be 
for your harm, how earneftly. ſoever you. 
importune him for it. Even when you 
pray to be relieved from ignominy, from. 
pain, and death, ſtill it is your duty to ac- 
: qvieke in the determinations of God, fay= - © 
e my will, „ but e be done*. 
- Tua 
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Tur this habit of Piety, which T am 
fo earneſt in recommending, may be the 
more perfectly formed in you; to your 
private prayers and meditations, I hope, 
you will add, as frequently as you have 
opportunity, — an Attendance on places 
of Public Worſhip, and behave your- 
ſelf with great ſeriouſneſs when there. 
Make no filly excuſes, ſuch as the diſtance 
of the church, the badneſs of the weather, 
or of the roads, the want of proper clothes, 
and much leſs an attention to the buſineſs 
of your ordinary calling, for ſtaying away 
from them : for an abſence from places of 
public worſhip has been always confidered 
as the beginning of an hardened and vi- 
cious courſe of life. Thanks be to God, 
there is great plenty of ſuch places in this 
our Land; no one need go far to meet with 
inftru&ion, nor be at much trouble to re- 

ceive exhortation to piety and purity of 
manners. And, though I think it beſt for 
you to frequent the ſervice of the Church 
of England, in which you have been edu- 
eated, yet I caution you . finding 
; fault 
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fault with thoſe who are otherwiſe wink 
Enter into no diſputes with them, uſe no 
revilings towards them; nor be you diſ- 
turbed in your mind by any harſh and un- 
charitable expreſſions with which they may 
think fit to cenſure your manner of devo- 
tion; but ſoberly, and fteadily, and fin- 
cerely, follow the worſhip in which you 
have been inne. 

Do not, at 7 period of life, abſent 
yourſelf from your Pariſh Chureh, from a 
belief that you know your duty, as well as 
the Miniſter who is publicly appointed to 
be your teacher. If you have ſuch know- 
ledge, thank the Giver of all wiſdom for it, 
but be not puffed up by it; do not on that 
account ſcornfully ſeparate yourſelf from 
the public worſhip of God : for though 
you may think yourſelf too wiſe to be in- 
ſtructed, I will venture to ſay that you will 
never be too good to be amended; your 
Miniſter may, probably, tell you nothing 
that is new, for truth is homely and old- 
faſhioned; but you ought not to have ztch» 

| Ny ing 
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Ing_ears,* or to expect entertainment at 
your churches: he will put you in mind, 
however, of your duty; his admonitions. 
may blow up the dying embers of your 
deyotion, and purge from your heart the 
droſs of avarice, the filth of ſenſuality, the 
abomination of impiety, the wiles of Satan, 
and the corruptions of the world, 


Do not, at any period of life, abſent 
yourſelf from your-Pariſh Church, from a 
diflike to your Miniſter. Juſt occaſions of 
diſlike, I hope and truſt, will ſeldom ariſe; 
but if they ſhould ariſe, you will only in- 
jure yourſelf by ſuffering an attention to 
mem to exclude you from the Houſe of 
God. Miniſters of the Goſpel are men 
of like paffions with others; they may acci- 
dentally fall into indiſcretion of conduct, 
though they are more culpable than others 
if they do not avoid it. They, as well as 
others, have temporal concerns to attend 
to for the. ſupport of themſelves, and of 
their families: jr may happen that they. 
may be leſs zealous than they ought to be 

; in 
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in the diſcharge of their paſtoral duties, 
and more eager than you wiſh them to be 
in purſuit of their temporal intereſts, But 
you muſt remember, that they are not ane 
ſwerable to you for their conduct in either 
particular, but to another Maſter, even to 
Chriſt their Lord and your Lord, who will 


certainly call them to a ſtriẽt account. 
When you are angry with them, whether 


juſtly or unjuſtly it matters not, you muft 


not think of vexing them, as is too eom- 


monly the practice, by abſenting yourſelf | 
from Church; for in vexing them you ruin 


your own peace; you feed the malignity 


of an improper paſſion, your temper be- 


comes unchriſtian, and you neglect what 


it is your main intereſt to attend to, 


public worthip of God. 


Tre public worſhip of God conſiſts of 
various parts, and there is one part of it on 
which it may be uſeful to ſay a few words, 
becauſe many perſons are apt to neglect it; 
and you, before you were confirmed, or 
were ready and deſirous of being ſo, could 
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not be ed to it; and you ought now 

to be kept no longer from it; I mean the 

celebration of the Lord's Supper. —or the 
receiving the holy Communion,—or the 

receiving the Sacrament ; for theſe are but 

different manners of expreſſing the ſame 


thing. 


| Br not alarmed with improper appre- 
henfions on this head. You are yet, I 
truſt, free from thoſe habits of finning 
which unhappily deter ſo many perſons of 
a more advanced age from being partakers 
of this rite, You have no inveterate ma- 
lice againſt your neighbours, no groſs ſen- 
ſuality, no ſtubborn impiety, to repent of 
and forſake: you may approach the Lord's 
Table with confidence and thankfulneſs; 
and the ſooner you come to it, and the of- 
tener you frequent it, the more Hkely will 
you be to attain, and perſevere in that habit 
of holineſs which it 1s ſo well adapted 
to promote, and the promotion of which 
is the main end of every religious ordi- 
nance. I do not here undertake to ex- 
PG plain 
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plain to you. at large the nature of the 
Lord's Supper; many volumes have been 
written on the ſubject, and ſome of them 


very injudiciouſly; a plain and intelligible 


rite has been conſtrued into a ſuperſtitious 


obſervance; and I wiſh to preſerve you 
from thoſe perplexities and fears, by which 
the minds of many perſons are ſo bewildered 
and affrighted, that they never celebrate 
this rite at all, You are to conſider the 
receiving the holy Communion—as the ce- 
lebrating of a rite which Jeſus Chriſt com- 
manded to be obſerved, in remembrance of 
his having laid down his life for the re- 
demption of the world. The redemption 
of the world from everlaſting death by the 
blood of Jeſus, is a ſtupendous Inſtance of 


the Mercy and Wiſdom of God: you 


will not, probably, in this mortal ſtate, 
be ever able to comprehend it in all its 
parts, but it is not neceſſary for you to be 
very curious in the matter; you may reſt 
ſatisfied with knowing, that the eternal 
God, out of his abundant kindneſs and 
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inte the world, that we might live through 
Him zu that this Son, zhe firſt-born vf every 
ture, came down from Heaven to give l ife 
unte the world; f ſubmitted to the death of 
the croſs that he might ſhed his blood for the re- 
miſſion of /ins,4, and be the Lord both of the dead 
and living; that this Lamb that was /lain 
" now liveth, having the keys of hell and of 
death, I poſſeſſing all power in heaven and 
in earth, ¶ and being become the Author of 
eternal ſalvation to all that obey him. This 
1s the great principle of the Goſpel; and if 
you think of it with any degree of reve- 
rence (and it deſerves to be thought of with 
the higheſt), your mind will be warmed with 
the higheſt loye for God, who planned this 
ſcheme of redemption, and with the ſin- 
cereſt gratitude to his Son, who executed it. 
What difficulty then can you have in teſti- 
fying this gratitude, by partaking of a rite 
which he inſtituted for the expreſs purpoſe 
of keeping in your mind the remembrance 
of what he bas Sou for you? You ought, 
| + indeed, 
1 1 John iv. 9. John TIS 1 Matt. xxvi. 28. 
5 Rom. xiv. 9. 1 Rev. i. 48. @ Matt. XXvili. 18. 
+ Hb. v. * | 


1 ] 

indeed, when you ſolemnly commemorate 
the death of Chriſt, to confider whether he 
has not died in vain as to you: you ought 
to examine the ſtate of your ſoul, and don 
ſolve to abandon all your fins, before you 
come to the Lord's Table. But this exa- ' 
mination and this reſolution it is your duty 
to make at all times: you muſt not be ſo 

_ ſimple in underſtanding, as to think your- 
ſelf excuſed from the performance of it till 
you judge fit to receive the ſacrament; for 
if you never receive the ſacrament at all, 
you will be under the ſame obligation to 
abandon your ſins, as if you received it 
every day; and if from any motive what- 

_ ever, you negle@ to receive it, in addition 
to your other fins you will add that of ne- 
glecting a clear and poſitive command of 
your Saviour and your Judge; and how at 
the laſt day you will anſwer this contempt 
of his command, it behoves you to conſider 
now; before an intercourſe with the world 
has hardeged your heart, before a loſs of 
innocence has rendered your return to righ- 
teouſneſs more difficult; before this which 

_-- 18 
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is the day of ſalvation be paſſed, and all 
Jour hopes buried with you in the grave. 
THERE is no cauſe why you ſhould be 
terrified from performing this rite by ſome 
expreſſions which you will meet with in 
your Common Prayer- book; ſuch as being 
guilty of the body and blood of Chriſt, 
eating and drinking your own damnation, 
provoking God to plague you with divers 
diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of death, if you 
receive the ſacrament unworthily. It is 
far from my intention to render you eaſy 
and ſecure under your fins; or to induce 
you to come to this holy rite, by with- 
holding from your knowledge any thing 
that the Scripture has delivered concerning 
it; but as theſe expreſſions have contri- 
buted greatly to frighten men from the 
Lord's Table, it is neceſſary that you ſhould 
| be acquainted with their proper. meaning, 
which will beft be aſcertained by conſider- 
ing the occaſion on which they were firſt 
uſed, Theſe expreſſions are taken from the 
eleventh chapter of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle . 
| | | T0 


. 

to the Corinthians, | Corinth was a city 

of Greece ; it was a cuſtom in that coun- 

try for neighbours. to meet and ſup to- 
gether; but "the peculiarity of the cuſtom 

conſiſted in this, that every man carried 

with him to the place of meeting his own. 

proviſions, and thus ſome were more amply 

ſupplied than others; ſome had an oppor- 

tunity of becomihg drunken, whilſt others 

had not enough to ſatisfy the calls of na- 

ture. The Corinthians had ſo far miſtaken 

what had been told them concerning the 

Lord's Supper, as to ſuppoſe that it was of 
the ſame nature with their cuſtomary meet- 
ings; at leaſt they ſeem to have celebrated 
it inthe ſame way; for every one took his own 
Supper when he thought fit, without wait- 
ing for the reſt, and one was hungry and 
another was drunken,* This manner of re- 
| ceiving the Sacrament St. Paul told them 
was quite improper; it was eating the bread 
and drinking the cup of the Lord unworthily; 
and in ſo doing they were guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lordþ—guilty of irreve- 
rence towards the Inſtitution ; they eat and 
| B 2 | drank 

1 Cor, Ai. ai. + 1 Cor. xi. 27. 


| 


EV 


; „ 

drank their own damnation, not diſcerning 
the Lord's Body, —they eat and drank in 
a way which expoſed them to the temporal 
Judgment of God, becauſe they made no 
diſtinction between the Supper of the Lord 
and a common entertainment; and God's 
condemnation of their conduct was mani- 
feſted by the extraordinary puniſhments 
which he had inflicted on them; for ths 
cauſe many of them were weak, many ſich, and 
many dead. | 


IF this be the true explanation of the 
Apoſtle's words (and many learned and 
pious perſons think that it is), you ſee how 
little reaſon you have to fear that you will 

receive the Sacrament unworthily, in the 
ſenſe in which St. Paul uſes that word; or 
that you will incur the guilt which was in- 

curred by the Corinthians: for you will 

not commit any intemperance at the Lord's 
Table; nor will you irreverently confider 
the Sacrament as a common entertain- 
ment; but you will with great piety and 
gratitude remember the death of Chriſt; 

| | | | you 


* 1x Cor. xi. 30. 


+ 29 T 

vou will eat bread as a memorial of 3 
body which was broken, you will drink 
wine as a memorial of his blood which was 
ſhed for you and all mankind; and in doing 


this you will diſcern the Lords Body ; . 


for not diſcerning of which the Corinthians 
were puniſhed with divers diſeaſes, and 
ſundry kinds of death. But though you 
receive e de with a due ſenſe of 
its nature, and in obedience to the com- 
mand of him who inſtituted it; yet you 
muſt not think that this act will abſolve 
you from all fin, or free-you from all con- 


demnation; you muſt remain obnoxious 


to that whilſt your life is oppoſite to the 


terms of Salvation delivered in the Goſpel. 


And that your life may not be oppoſite to 
theſe terms, I fincerely adviſe you to par- 
take frequently of the holy Communion. 


-The circumſtances and ſolemnity of the | 


rite have a direct tendency to improve 
your moral diſpoſition; the remembrance 
of the death of Chriſt will make you r& 
fle& on the nature of Sin which occaſioned 
it, and on the benefits derived to you, if 
you be not wanting to yourſelf, from it; 
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you will repent of your paſt ſins, and make 


ſtrong reſolutions of amendment of life; 
and the Grace of God, which is on this as 


well as on all other occaſions read y to aſſiſt 


your own endeavours, may enable you to 
keep them. 


Anories help towards the attaining of 
a pious and religious diſpoſition is The 


reading of the Word of God, —'There are 
two ways by which your mind may be- 
come filled with proper notions of the exiſ- 
tence and nature of the ſupreme Being; 


either by contemplating his works, or read- 


ing his word, If your underſtanding has 


been enlarged by aNiberal Education, and 


you have been inſtructed in the principles 
of true Philoſophy, eſpecially of Aſtronomy, 


you cannot fail having your mind occu- 
pied by the mſt ſublime and devout con- 
ceptions of the power; und wiſdom, of that 
adorable Being who formed the Univerſe. 
Vou will ſee evident marks of deſign in 
every part of it; and ſuch an harmony in 
the whole as, if properly conſidered, will 
con- 


x 


\ | | 


a 


; 0-1 

eonvince you that it is ch work of one, 
| poewerful, intelligent, and benevolent Being; 
the inviſible things of him from the creation of 
the world are clearly ſeen; being under/tgod by- 


the things that are made, "even his eternal 


power and Gedhead.* If your Education 
has been more humble and confined, ſtill 
the works of God, properly attended to, 
will exalt your mind to an admiration of 
his perfections. You may, indeed, paſs 


your life in extreme ignorance and ſtupi-- 
dity, without ever thinking of the Author 
of it; but it is certainly your own fault if 


you do ſo; for the very ſucceſſion of day 


and night, ot ſeed time and harveſt, the 
ſtructure of your body, the change of your 
food into blood and fleſh, are all ſuch ob- 


vious effects of his power and goodneſs, as, 


jf reflected on at all, will become occaſions 
ol your piety. God in times poſt ſuffered" 


all nations to walk in their own ways: never- 


theleſs, he left not himſelf without witneſs in 
that he did good, and gave them rain and 


fruitful ſeaſonscſh. But to us Chriſtians he 


hath. been ahundantly gracious; he hath 
Mg © © a 


- 


Rem. i. 20. T Acts, xiv. 16. | 
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„„ 
not left us (and thankful ought we to be 
for the preference) he hath not left us, as 
he hath hitherto left the greateſt part of the 
human race, to /eck him if haply we might find 
him,“ by the glimmering of our own rea- 
ſon; but he hath guided us to the moſt 
complete knowledge of his attributes, and 
of our dependance on him, by the light of 
revelation. 


IT uſed to be a cuſtom in all families to 
read the Bible, eſpecially on the Lord's 
Day.; and I hope it is ſo ſtill in many, I 
am ſure no ſort of reading can be more 
profitable for inſtruction in matters of in- 
finite importance to every one of us, nor 
for conſolation to the afflicted, nor for re- 
proof to the abandoned, nor for help to 
the unbeliever, nor for increaſe of godli- 
neſs to the ſober- minded. I intreat you 
therefore to make yourſelf well acquainted 
with this moſt valuable Book: there is a 
kind of charm in it which will prote& you 
from the aſſaults of the devil, and preſerve 
g you from the practice of great wickedneſs. 
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Vou may occaſionally fall into temptations, 
and even be ſubdued by them; but if you 
are conſtant in reading your Bible, it will 
be almoſt impoſſible for you not to leave 
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off finning preſumptuouſly, Its precepts 
will ſo open your heart to a ſenſe of what ! 


is right; its promiſes of everlaſting glory 1 
and peace in heaven with God and his | | 
. 


Saints, will ſo excite your hopes; its threat- 3 
enings of everlafting ruin and miſery in i! 


hell with the Devil and his Angels, will ſo 
alarm your fears, that you muſt be quite 
abandoned of God, and given over to a 
reprobate mind, if it does not arouſe you to 
a great piety of heart and probity of life. 
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Tuus have TI pointed out to you pri- 
vate prayer and meditation on the nature of 
God an attendance on every part of his public 
worſhip, and eſpecially on the Lord's Supper 
and the conſtant reading of your Bible—as the 

moſt probable means of generating in 
your heart that Reverence for the ſupreme 
Being, which is the firſt of all your du- 
ties; and which, if you once really ac- 
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quire it, you at find to- be the chief of 
all your comforts. Rank, power, wealth, 
learning, fame, all the objects which you 
may have been inſtructed to admire, and 
which you ſee the greateſt part of the world 


fo eager in the purſuit of, are not to be 
compared, as ſources of real ſatisfaction, 
with the poſſeſſion of a ſtrong and rational 

piety : the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wwiſdom,* and the love of him is the com- 

pletion of — | 


Ir you take . to cultivate that tem- 
per, which I have here exhorted you to 
acquire, as a jewel of ineſtimable price, you. 
will have leſs occaſion for inſtruction in 
other matters; your piety will protect you 
againſt the devices. of Satan, the infirmity 
of the fleſh, and the allurements. of the 
world. I will proceed, however, to give 
you. ſome cautions. reſpecting a point of 
great importance to your welfare here and 
hereafter — Self- government. 


Yov will ſoon be left to your. own ma- 
nagement; 


* Prov. i. 7. 


Fer 


nagement; hh of Parents and Maſ- WP, 


ters which has hitherto, it is to be hoped, 


directed you. in the right way, will 8 ; 


withdrawn from-you, and you will be per- 


mitted to follow the bent of your diſpoſi- 5 
tion. The law of God, the law of. your 


ys 


country, and the fear of the world's cen- 
ſure, will all contribute to keep you from : 
acts of flagrant impiety; though their ſe- 


_veral injunctions do not, in all cafes, tend 
to the ſame point, nor reach equally far: 


and that they may have more power over 


you, you muſt endeavour to get the maſtery 


over yourſelf; you muſt learn to regulate 


your paſſions. . All our paſſions are given 


us for our good, they become evil by their. 
_ exceſs; reaſon has been afforded us to pre- 


vent that exceſs; and all laws human and 
divine have the ſame object in view. Re- 
ligion does not require us to be without 


appetites and paſſions; for whilfl we poſſeſs 


_— 


* 


our preſent nature, whilſt we are ſuſcep- 


tible of pain and pleaſure, from whence all 


our paſſions are derived, it would be im- 


2 for us to be free from them; but 
| B 6 z—— OO. 
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it does require us to reſtrain their exceſs. I 


will inſtance in a few particulars, beginning 
with a general, and in many perſons a very 
ungovernable appetite. 


Tur deſires by which young perſons of 
different ſexes are impelled to ſeek the ſo- 
ciety of each other are not culpable in 


_ themſelves; the continuation of the world 


depends upon them; parental affeffions 
ſpring from them; and they are a' main 


| ſource of that domeſtic love and friendſhip 
by which, ina conjugal ſtate, the evils of life 


are leſſened, and our benevolence is en- 


larged. But theſe deſires are not to be in- 


dulged to exceſs in any ſtate; nor are they 
to be indulged at all in an improper man- 
ner; their impetuoſity is to be reſtrained 


| till they can be gratified by marriage: were 


they never to be gratified in any other way, 


marriages would be far more frequent; the 


nation would be much better peopled ; and 
thouſands of individuals of both ſexes would 
be more happy. The unchaſtity of females 
is yet held in great diſrepute; and though 

: 


E 3 


a few flagitious women of rank and for- 


tune may have attempted to affront the 
modeſty of the world, and to put innocence 
out of countenance, by impudently forcing 


themſelves on the notice of the Public; yet 


is there no reaſon at preſent to apprehend, 
that this diſregard of the principle of female 
honour will become general. 


Ir is much to be lamented, that the 


chaſtity of men is not ſo highly valued as 
that of women; there is no precept in the 
Goſpel which allows more indulgence to 
men than to women in this particular, for 


there is none which allows any indulgence | 


to either. Both are under the ſame obli- 
gation to ab/tain from fleſhly luſis which war 
againſt the foul*—to mortify the deeds of the 
body+—to flee fornication. I Conſidering the 
great purity which is commanded by the 
religion we profeſs, it is matter of aſto- 


niſhment to ſee with what little com- 


punction of conſcience men, in every coun- 
try of Chriſtendon, plunge themſelves into 
| all 


* Pet. f. 2. f Rom. viii. 13. f 1 Cor. vi. 18. 
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all manner of uncleanneſs. Be not you: 
miſled in this matter by faſhion, nor proſti- 
tute your innocence though you ſhould ſee - 
men richer, and older, and, in other re- 
ſpects, wiſer than yourſelf, obeying the luſts 
of the fleſh without ſhame or remorſe. 
This is one inſtance, and there are many 
ſuch, in which you may be guilty of a great 
Sin without much incurring the world's 
cenſure; for the world in general repre- 
ſents incontinence in men as a trifling 
fault, or as none at all. But the world is 
a ſinful and adulterous world; you muſt: 
not pay any attention whatever to what it 
ſays, when its opinion is oppoſite to the 
command of God; it is this command, and 
this only, which you are to reſpect as the 
ſupreme rule of your conduct. Things 
may be allowed you by public opinion, 
and even by the laws of your country, which 
are not allowed you by the laws of God: 
thus the laws of your country will not pu- 
niſſi you for ingratitude, nor for ill-nature, 
nor for pride, nor for ſelf-conceit, nor for 
covetouſneſs, nor for a cenſorious temper, 


nor p | 


1 
nor for neglecting any of thoſe duties of 
humanity on a performance of which your 
religion lays the greateſt ſtreſs, ſuch as 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, 
and being king to the afflicted: the laws 
of your country only reſtrain you from 
adultery, fornication, and other outward* 
acts of impurity z but the law of God pe- 
netrates the heart, and requires purity of 
thought. The opinion of the world in 
like manner is a very improper meaſure of 
Goſpel Perfection; it often blames men. 
for actions which God approves, and com- 
mends the ſor actions which God difal-: 
lovrs: take eſpecial heed that you be not 
led by it. You will meet with looſe com- 
panions who will laugh at your modeſty 
and ridicule your religion, for fools make a 
mock at. ſin :* the practice of the world will 
ſpread a ſnare for your virtue; but ſinners 
entice thee, conſent thou not: and your own 
paſſions will ſolicit you to part with your 
innocence, for the fleſh" luſteth againſt the 
ſpirit;} but remember, that to be carnally 


Prov. xiv. 9. + Prov. i. 10 f Gal v. 13. 
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minded is death* — that no whoremonger, 


nor adulterer, nor unclean perſon hath any in- 
heritance in the kingdom of Chriſt and of 


God. — Theſe are not my words, you will 


meet with them in that ſacred Book which 
contains the laws by which we muſt all be 
Judged; and though the practice of all the 
world ſhould be in manifeſt neglect and 


_ contempt of this, or of any other law con- 


tained in it, yet will the law have its courſe; 


the declaration of God wall ſtand faſt. 


This prohibition, which occurs in many 
places of Scripture, extends not only to 
fornication and adultery, but to all acts of 
uucleanneſs ſecret and open. This is a 
ſubject I cannot dwell upon; if you know 
not what is meant by ſecret acts of un- 
cleanneſs, you are happy in your ignorance, 


ſeek not to be inſtructed: if by bad ex- 
ample you have acquired any impure habit, 
I exhort you to leave it off, not by degrees, 


but at once; it will entail on you a thou- 


ſand evils in this life which you cannot 
now foreſee; and it will certainly expoſe 


you to the diſpleaſure of God, Your ſelf- 
government 


Rom. viii. 6. + Eph. v. 5. 


„ 
government, with reſpect to this carnal ap- 
petite, will fit you for the Enjoy ment of 
Heaven, where fleſh and blood and ſenſual 
inclinations cannot enter; it will render 
your marriage, when you contract it, more 
honourable and happy; it will ſecure to 


you a vigorous conſtitution in the decline 


of life; it will preſerve you from painful 
and ſhameful diſeaſes, to which men are 
expoſed by their incontinence; and it will 


bleſs you with a quiet conſcience for having 


avoided the enormous fin of having ſeduced 
the innocent, or of having contributed to 
keep thoſe who have been ſeduced by others 
in the road of worldly infamy and ever- 
laſting perditions 5 


Your ſelf-government with reſpect to 
eating and drinking will, at your time of 
life eſpecially, give you leſs trouble than 
that of which I have been ſpeaking. 
Drunkenneſs and Gluttony are ſuch beaſtly 


vices, and ſo deſtruQtive of. health and re- 


putation, that the mere mention of them 


may be ſufficient to deter you from them. 
| There 
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There is, however, a bewitchivg feſtivity 
accompanying the uſe of ſtrong liquors, 
which ſeduces moſt men, at one time or 
other, into ſome degrees of intemperance; 
and the better your conſtitution is, the more 
apt will you be to indulge yourſelf in this 
way: you ſhould be upon your guard in 
this matter. Habits of drunkenneſs are 
occaſioned by Idleneſs, by uneaſineſs of 
Mind, by fondneſs for Company, by a love 
of Liquor; but let them proceed from what 
cauſe they may, they always end unhappily. 
In the lower claſſes of life they bring on 
beggary ; in the higher, negligence of every 
important concern; in both, loſs of repu-- 
tation, infirmity of body, imbecillity of 
mind, excruciating diſeaſes,” and premature 
death. Drunkenneſs is at all times odious, 
but on the Lord's Day it is deteſtable; and 
yet on that day it is more frequent than 
on any other. Many mechanics and la- 
bourers on that day ſpend a great part of 
what they have earned in the courſe of the 
week, and thus expoſe themſelves and their 
families to the infamy of being ſupported 

either, 


Te 1 


f either by the rates of the pariſn, or the be- 


nevolence of well - diſpoſed Chriſtians, on 
the ſlighteſt fickneſs or ceſſation of work, 
I call it infamy, becauſe an application to 
others for relief becomes exceedingly infa- 
mous, when it is occaſioned by riot and 
extravagance. I pray you not to change 
a day of reſt into a day of debauchery ; it 
is a day on which your thoughts ſhould be 
particularly engaged in working out your 
own ſalvation 3 beware of employing it in 
ſuch a manner as to Increaſe your condem- 
Nad ion. 


Serr- government, with regard to An- 


ger and Revenge, is abſolutely required of 
us as Chriſtians, and there are few inſtances 
in which it is more difficult to attain it. 
When your perſon is inſulted, your repu- 
tation traduced, your property injured, by 
the wantonneſs of unprovoked malice, the 
very conſtitution of your nature, which 
prompts you to avoid every thing which 
has given or is likely in future to give you 
* ſpurs you to take N on your 
aggreſſor. 
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„„ 
aggreſſor. But what ſays the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt? that Goſpel by an abſolute 
obedience to which your eternal happineſs - 
(words of unutterable import !) is to be 
determined? It bids you not to return evil for 
evil, but contrariwiſe bleſſing ;* it bids you love 
. . your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, and do 
good to them that hate you 54 it commands 
you to cultivate the virtues of kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffer- 
ing, 10 forbear one another and to forgive one 
another, if any man have a quarrel againft 
any. If your condition in life be exalted 
a little above the common level, you will 
hear maxims quite contrary to thoſe of the 
Goſpel, with relation to the forgiveneſs of 
injuries, ſpoken of not only without. cen- 
ſure, but with praiſe; and this is another 
inſtance in which the opinion of the world 
is in clear and direct oppoſition to the law 
of God. You will hear men commended 
for being quick and violent in retaliating 
the liighteſt provocation ; in obedience to a 
filly principle of fantaſtic honour, the leaſt 
contumelious expreſſion, uttered through 
i Wap 
* x Pet. iii. 9. + Matt. v. 44. 
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inadvertence, or extorted by paſſion, muſt 


be expiated by the blood of the offender, 


But I will not enlarge on a barbarous cuſ- 


tom which is even inſufficient to prove the 
courage it is intended to eſtabliſn, ſince ſome 
of the beſt and the braveſt men that ever 
lived have refuſed to comply with it, and 
ſome of the worſt and the moſt cowardly have 
had recourſe to it, further than to beſeech 


you to conſider, whether it is better to ſub- 
mit to the miſplaced cenſure of the world, or 
to the condemnation of God] for you know 
who hath ſaid, / ye forgive not men their treſ- 


paſſes, neither will your Father forgive yburs. & 


THE generality of thoſe whom ! addreſs - 
are happily removed from the temptation of 


murdering one another in compliance with 
the world's opinion: offences will ariſe 
amongſt all conditions of men ; but in the 


middle ranks of life, the Tyranny of faſhion - 


has not yet required them to be avenged in 


ſuch a wicked manner; this extremity of 


folly and impiety has not yet made its way 


amongſt 3 But you muſt not be con 


tented 
* Matt. vi. 14. 
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eented with abſtaining from this exceſſive | 
deviation from the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
it is your duty to ſtifle every propenſity to 
revenge, in obedience to the command of 
God; you muſt reduce the proud and re- 
ſentful ſwellings of your heart by pouring 
over it the dew of gentleneſs, patience, and 
peace. If you have been ill-treated by rela- 
tions, friends, or acquaintance from whom 
you had every reaſon to expect returns of 
gratitude and affection, you will have much. 
greater difficulty in curbing the fury of your 
reſentment than in ordinary caſes; your 
reaſon will be ingenious in finding excuſes | 
to juſtify your paſſion : but liſten not to 
its ſuggeſtions ; no circumſtance G&n juſtify 
your diſobedience to the laws of the Goſ- 
pel. The temptation to revenge an un- 
merited injury done you by one whom you 
have obliged is no doubt great, and your 
merit in overcoming the temptation will be 
great in the fight of God; for it is the 
perfection of virtue to bring all our vicious 
inclinations, all our domineering paſſions, 
under an abſolute ſubjection to the divine 

will. 


by 
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: —_— There are many other paſſions be- 


Ades theſe of which I have been ſpeaking, 
ſuch as Love, Jealouſy, Fear, Hope, De- 
ſpair, Sorrow, Envy, which it will be your 


intereſt to acquire 'the maſtery over; for. 
any of them being indulged to exceſs, may” 


occaſion a derangement of your under- 


ſtanding, will certainly be prejudicial to 
the right conduct of your life, and dange- 


rous to that Chriſtian temper of mind 
which it ſhould be your principal ſtudy to 
attain, | 


I navs endeavoured, in what has been 


ſaid, to perſuade you to the practice of great 


Piety towards God, and to the proper Go- 


vernment of your ſenſual appetites and 


_ Paſſions, as things abſolutely neceſſary for 
you, if you mean to be a candidate for im- 
mortality. It remains that I give you ſome. 
<direQidns as to your conduct in the world, 
and that I exhort you to a contempt of its 
vanities. When I ſpeak of a contempt of 
the world, I do not mean that you fhould 


_ think ſo deſpicably of it, as to be diſſatisfied 
with 
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with your being placed in it; or that you 
ſhould: ſo conduct yourſelf in it as not to 


eſteem its advantages worthy your pur- 
ſuit. Advice of this ſort would tend to 


produce in you, inſtead ef meekneſs and 


peace of mind, moroſeneſs and diſcontent. 
It might leſſen, perhaps, the occaſions of 


vice, moſt of which ariſe from our over 
eftimating the worth of worldly things, 


but it would at the ſame time extinguiſh - 


induſtry, frugality, and emulation; it would 
deaden the activity of every virtue, on the 


exerciſe of which your own happineſs and 


the welfare of ſociety depend. My mean- 
ing 1s, that you ſhould have a comparative 
contempt of this world; that you ſhould 


eſteem its honours, its profits, its pleaſures, | 


not as abſolutely evil in themſelves and 


beneath your notice, but as relatively ſo, ' 


when compared with the honours, the 
profits, and the pleaſures of the next. 
_ Chriſtian virtue does not conſiſt in your 


abſtract ing yourſelf from all the concerns 


of the world, but in not making them 


your chief concerns; not in debarring your- 


ſelf 


1 


"*1, 


L @ } 


ſelf from all the pleaſures of ſocicty, but in 


not ſuffering pleaſure of any kind to engage 
your principal attention, or to interfere in 
any degree, or on any occaſion, with the 
means which the Goſpel points out for 
your acquiring the bleſſings of Heaven. 


In journeying through life there is no 
harm in your endeavouring, by an honeſt 
exertion of -your talents, to render your 
accommodations on the road as comfort- 


able as you can; the harm conſiſts in your 


being ſo wholly occupied in this buſinets, 


in your placing ſo ſtrongly your affections 


on theſe accommodations, as to think not at 
all, or but ſeldom, and thghtly, on the end 


of your Journey. Whilit you are on the 


earth, you cannot ſo ſpiritualize your na- 


ture as to have no connexion with it; but 


the Eye of your faith ſhould be ſteadily fix- 


ed on Heaven: every purſuit is commend- 


able which will help to raiſe you thither; 
every gratification is innocent which does 


not, directly or indirectly, retard you in 


your progreſs to it: not that it will be 
C prudent 
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prudent in you to indulge yourſelf to the 
utmoſt in practices which are not, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, immoral; and the reaſon why 
you ſhould uſe ſome reftraint, is this :— 


by accuſtoming yourſelf to moderation in 


the uſe of things lawful, you will more 
eaſily bend your mind to a total abſtinence 
from things which are unlawful. — No 
wiſe father grants his children even all the 
innocgnt indulgences which they aſk for, 
| becauſe he wiſhes that they ſhould acquire 
an habit of moderating and mortifying 
their defires: and no wiſe Chriftian will 
allow himſelf in the unbounded uſe of ſuch 
- pleaſures as his fortune and ſituation in life 
will ſuffer him to enjoy; he will reſtrain 
himſelf, leſt a giddy, eaſy, voluptuous life, 
ſhould weaken his piety, undermine the 
folidity of his virtue, and rivet his affec- 
tions to the earth; he will remember and 
apply the parable of the Rich Man and La- 
zarus. True Religion has no tendency to 
make men gloomy; but it has a direct ten- 
dency to make men ſerious; to repreſs that 
thoughtleſs levity, that ſtrange indifference 

| as 


m1 


as to futurity, in which many perſons, in 


other reſpects not deſtitute of underſtand- 
ing, ſpend their days. | 


WurN you obſerve a Man extravagantly 
delighted with the ſplendour of his apart- 
ments, with the elegance of his entertain- 
ments, with the great number of his ſer- 
vants, with, the magnificence of his car- 


riages, with the coſtlineſs of his apparel, 


with the rank and conſequence rather 


than with the ſenſe and merit of his ac- 


quaintance, you may be perſuaded that the 
mind of ſuch a man is quite enervated and 
broken by. the faſcination of worldly va- 
nity: he is a ſtranger to ſentiments of real 
worth; ſo captivated with the love of the 
world, that he is quite alienated from the 
ſober contemplation of the duties of reli- 
gion, and the joys of heaven, You may 
form the ſame judgment of thoſe women 
who employ their time in ſtudying how to 
adorn their perſons with the greateſt ele- 
gance; who are conſtantly hankering after 
ſome new faſhion in dreſs, and charmed 
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with its ſingularity and extravagance; who 
are hurry ing with impatience to every place 
of public entertainment; who are negli- 
gent of every thing but how they may at- 
tract the notice of the world, or find amuſe- 
ment in the emptineſs of faſhionable life. 
Women of this turn of mind may keep 
within what the world eſteems the bounds 
of innocence; there may be no broad blot 
of infamy on their characters; yet are their 
diſpoſitions poiſoned by the vanities of life: 
they think it flrange that others run not with 
them to the Jame exceſs of riot, * and affect to 
deſpiſe them for their ſobriety and decency 
of manners: inſtead of contemning the 
world, they are totally inflaved by it; the 
objects it preſents are the only ones which 
engage their attention; its approbation is 
the end of their wiſhes; its opinion, the 
ftandard- of their virtue. The Apoſtle 
rightly deſcribes a woman of this ſort when 
he ſays, he that liveth in pleaſure, is dead 
-while ſhe liveth. f An idle, thoughtleſs, 
extravagant, ſenſual, diſſipated courſe of 
life, however cuſtomary it may be among 

1 0 perſons 


21 Pets ive 4. + 1 Tim. v. 6. 


i F | 
perſons of great fortunes and expectations, 
is a reproach. to them, and a ſcandal.to-the: 
community, Their example is of perni- 
cCious conſequence ;; I charge you not to. 
ſuffer it to have any weight whatever with. 
you; for it is contrary: to that piety, de - 
cency, temperance, and ſobriety. of con- 
duct, which the Goſpel requires of all. 
Chriſtians; and, let the faſhion of the world 
be what it may, it is your duty to obey the 
Goſpel, to eſcape the corruption that is in the. 
world,* to let your converſation be as it becometh. 


the Goſpel of Chriſt. f 


| You, perhaps, are placed in a lower ſta- ; 
tion, and preſerved by your ſituation from 
the practice of ſuch yanities as I haye here 
mentioned; and you may be given, to the. 
applauding of your own virtue in being. 
free from them, and to the cenſuring others 
who are enſnared by them; but you ſhould 
abſtain from doing either, till your virtue 
has been tried in the ſame way, and you. 
have ſurmounted the temptation, Exa- 
mine your heart ; does not there lurk in it. 
"OI. = a 
* 2 Pet. i. 4. + Phil. i. 27. 
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an envious defire of the wealth which thoſe 


perſons enjoy? If there does, it is evi- 


dent that your attachment to the vanities 
of the world is in prineiple as great as 


theirs; the root of folly is in you, though 


it be checked by the narrowneſs of your 
errcumſtances from thooting out into 2 
luxuriant crop of extravagance and fin, 


TuosE who are unhappily addicted to 
the pomp and pleaſure of the world as their 


chief Good, are not. the only perſons on 


whom the love of it has too ſtrong an hold; 
they who are engaged in the acquiſition 
of wealth, are ſeldom leſs free from its in- 


fluence, A proper attention to the im- 


proving your condition by exerciſing in- 
duſtry in your profeſſion or calling, is laud- 
able: but to purſue every ſcheme of ob- 


taining riches, with ſuch ardour and anxiety 


as many men uſe to have all your thoughts 


fofixedon the improvement of your fortune» 


as to negleC the means of improving your 


mind in Chriſtian virtues, is a conduct 


highly culpable, 1 ſpeak not of the tricks 


and 


F & 7 


and frauds, of the acts of manifeſt oppreſ< 
ſion and injuſtice, of the falſehoods and 
perjuries which men practiſe in their eager 
purſuit of wealth; for theſe are ſo clearly 
wrong, that it is impoſſible for you to be. 
ignorant of the fin you will commit in be- 
ing deliberately guilty of any of them; but 
I want to guard you againſt a too great ſo- 
licitude in proſecuting your worldly in- 


tereſts by means which are not reckoned 


| diſhoneſt, 


Turk are many men who, after riſing 
up early and late, taking reſt during fax days 
of the week, are unwilling to allow them 
ſelves, their ſervants, or their cattle, any 


reſt on the ſeventh. Sunday is with ſome ' 


the day on which the accounts in trade of 
the foregoing week are balanced, and new 
arrangements ſettled ; I look upon this to 

be as great a profanation of the Sabbath, as 
if they were employed in manual labour; 
tbeir hearts are as much wedded to the 


world on that as on any other day of the 
week, Others, eſpecially in large manu 
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facturing towns, follow their occupations | 
privately, or exerciſe publicly on the 
roads of the kingdom, and in the face of 
the magiſtrates, their ordinary callings on 
the Lord's Day, without moleſtation or 
reſtraint. This is a ſcandalous practice, 
which has, within theſe few years, been 
ſuffered to prevail in many parts of the 
kingdom: there is no need of any new law 
to reſtrain it; there wants only a proper 
execution-of the old ones; for our Anceſ- 
tors hal more veneration for the Sabbath 
than we have, and made more proviſions for 
its due obſervation. than we are diſpoſed to 
put in force. Men may plead, in excuſe for 
this enormity, the advantage of expedition 
in.conveying goods and paſſengers from one 
place to another, and the general conve- 
nience of trade: but when the trade of a 
country is ſuffered to deſtroy all ſenſe of 
religion in its inhabitants; when the love 
of riches becomes the governing principle 
of individuals, and riches are coveted in 
order to adminifter to the flagitious luxury 
and negligent impiety of large bodies of 


US] 
men; as ſurely as there is a God who go- 
verns the earth, ſo ſurely that nation is 
haſtening to its ruin, But leaving that 
matter to the confideration of thoſe, whom 
it may concern, my buſineſs at preſent'is 
to warn you, as an individual, againſt con- 
tributing your ſhare to the evil. Let not 


the love of the world choak in your mind 


the good ſeed of religion: be moderate 
in your deſires after wealth, contented 
with reaſonable gains in your calling; 
and. grudge not the employing every 
ſeventh: day in attending to concerns 
neither very diſtant, nor in any degree un- 


certain, and infinitely. more important than 


any you can have here. The wealth. you 
acquire here can do yourſelf little good, 


for the enjoyments it can procure you are 


quite imaginary; and' it may not do your 
children any good” at all: your care may 
de the occaſion of their having no care; 
they may ſquander with thoughtleſs prodi- 
gality, what you have gathered with diſ- 


graceful parſimony: and this is ſtill more 


* to be the miſerable event of all your 
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labour, if you have, for the ſake of getting 
wealth, either been diſhoneſt in your deal- 
ing with men, or negligent in your duty 
to God; for there is truth in the old obſer- 
vation which ſays, that—ill- gotten wealth 
is ſoon ſpent.— An inheritance may be gotten 
haſtily at the beginning, but the end _— 
Fu not ** bleſſed.* 


Ix this world proviſion may be reaſon- 
ably made for your well-being whilſt you 
paſs through it; but none ought to be made 
for your ſtaying in it. The folly of man- 
kind is in nothing more unaccountable,, 
than 1n their living here as if they were 
always to live here. They reaſon very: 
well concerning a part of their exiſt- 
ence, but ill concerning the whole of ige 
They plant, and they build, adding houſe: 
to houſe, and field to field, for a temporary 


accommodation; but they neglec the cul- _ 


tivation of piety, charity, and temperance, 
the advantages of which are everlaſting. 
There is one light in which this world may 
be juſtly eſteemed highly important —it 

18 


® Prov. xx. 21. 
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is the School in which we are to be edu- 
cated for heaven—and we become guilty: 
of great folly, when we view. it in _ 

other. light, 


He who confiders himſelf as placed in 
this world in order to take his pleaſure in 


it, will ſoon find that its joys are neither 
great nor laſting. Re on: appetite is. 


deſtroyed, and produces miſery inſtead of 
kappineſs, if it be not kept within the 
ſtricteſt bounds of moderation; and if it. 
be properly reſtrained; ſtill the pleaſure it 
affords is much leſſened, if not wholly an- 


nihilated, by the diſeaſe and inability of 
enjoyment. incident to old-age. If he be 


_ dent on amaſſing wealth, he will hate his 
labour, becauſe he muſt leave it to the man that 


ſhall be after him, whether he be a wiſe man 
or a fool. x If he be ambitious of acquiring 


rank in ſociety, and deſirous of tranſmit- 
ting his honours. to his poſterity, he can» 


not but ſee the nothingneſs of his purſuit, 


when he reflects, that a few revolving ages 
will bury 1 in utter oblivion-the memory of 


C 6 him 


* Eccl. 1 its 18. : 
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himſelf, of his poſterity, and probably of his 
country; or if a greater permanence ſhould 
attend his civil pre-eminence, than the or- 
dinary courſe of human affairs intitles him 
to expect, yet he muſt know, that, as to 
himſelf, there will be an abſolute end of it 
ina very ſhort time; and. he cannot but 
have his apprehenſions, that his poſterity 
may be neither more virtuous, nor more 
happy, for the diſtinction to which he has 
raiſed them. Thus every purſuit of man 
which has not a tendency to improve his 
moral diſpoſition, to render him pious, ſo- 
ber, benevolent, and fit for Heaven, is, in 
MKriS truth, mere vanity. Vet is not life 
itſelf a vain thing, nor ought it to be de- 
ſpiſed by any one, how much ſo2ver he may 
deſpiſe the general labours of mank ind, 
as a gift unworthy of God. No: this 
life is a great bleſſing, inaſmuch as it is in 
itſelf a ſource of. comfort to us here; but 
eſpecially as it is the firſt link of a chain 
by which we may, if we think fit ſo to do, 
aſcend. into the higheſt Heaven. Con- 
ſidered in this manner, life apptars to be of 
| 5 the 
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the utmoſt poſſible conſequence; all com- 
plaints of its vanity muſt ceaſe in the mind 
of him, whoſe heart is penetrated with this 
plain and certain truth—that on the uſe 
he makes of this life, his everlaſting con- 
dition, as to happineſs or miſery, intirely 
and irreverfibly PINS 


v6; 
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| | You will form a wrong notion of Hea- 
ven if you conſider it as a place which 
God's goodneſs may put you in poſſeſſion 
of, without your having previouſly acqui- 
red a diſpoſition to enjoy it. God is un- 
doubtedly very good; and I wiſhyoualways 
'to look up to him as to a gracious and 
merciful Being, who hath no' pleaſure in 
the death of the wicked; but the declara- 
tions of ſcripture which denounce everlaſt- 
ing deſtruction on thoſe who continue in 
unrighteouſneſs, are expreſs and frequent. 
God wiſheth that all men ſhould be ſaved; 
but he hath no where faid- that he will 
work a miracle to ſave any man, by chan- 
ging his diſpoſition; and without an holy 
diſpoſition it is impoſhble that you ſhould 
ice 
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fee God, or partake of the good things 
which he hath prepared for thoſe that love 
him. It ought to be the one great buſi- 
neſs of your life to acquire this diſpoſition; 
all other purſuits are but as the duſt of the 
balance, when compared with the weight 


of this; and this is an object which may 


powerful, or learned; but 


be aimed at with equal hopes of ſucceſs 
by men in every condition of life. You: 
may not have as good a chance as your 
_ neighbour hath of beeeming wealthy, 
ou have the 
ſame opportunity that he hath of following 
after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, 
patience, meekneſs: of theſe virtues you 
may certainly acquire as great a portion as. 
he can; and without theſe, wealth, power, 
and learning, will be of no, uſe to you; 
they will not procure you admittance into. 
Heaven; they will not enable you to 405 
hold on eternal life. 


Go is equally A to us in his threaten- 
- ings, and in his pfomiſes. By his Pro- 
miſes he incites us to the practice of ſuch 
oth virtues. 
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virtues as are abſolutely neceſſary to render 
us meet ta be partakers of the inheritance of 
the ſaints of light;* and by his Threaten- 
ings he warns us to avoid ſuch a courſe of 
action, ſuch a temper of mind, as will, of 
natural conſequence, exclude us from Hea- 
ven. A father of a family cannot explain 
to his young children the nature of all the 
conſequences. which will attend their ac- 
tions; yet out of goodneſs to them he 
threatens them with puniſhment for lying, 
ſwearing, cruelty, obſtinacy, impiety, be- 
cauſe he foreſees that theſe vices will be 
utterly inconfiſtent with their happineſs, 
when they arrive at man's eſtate, The 
univerſal Father, in like manner, we may 
believe, cannot explain to us in this firſt. 
ſtage of our exiſtence, the nature of all the 
conſequences which will naturally attend a 
wicked courſe of life; yet out of infinite 
mercy to us, he threatens us with punifh- 
ment in another world for every ſin com- 
mitted in this, becauſe he foreſees that an 
habit of ſinning will unfit us for the parti- 
eipation of Heaven, and fatally plunge us 
| | "0 into 
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into irretrievable miſery, Thus all our 
actions have tendencies beyond the preſent 
ſcene; their moral influence is, in the order 
of nature, certain and everlaſting, | 


Tuixxk ſeriouſly of this matter; have your 
 eonverſation in Heaven; * walk by faith ;+ 
ſet your afections on things above, not on things: 
Beloꝛo, except ſo far as to make things be- 
low inſtruments of your attaining things 
above. Remember for what purpoſe you 
were born; through the whole of life look at 
its end, and conſider, when that comes, in 
what will you put your truft ;—not in the 
bubble of worldly vanity, it will be broken 
not in worldly pleaſures, they will be 
gone not in great connexions, they cans 
not ſerve you not in wealth, you cannot 
carry it with you not in rank, in the grave 
there is no diſtinction not in the recollec- 
tion of a life ſpent in a giddy conformity to 
the filly faſhions of a thoughtleſs and wicked 
world, but in that of a life ſpent ſcberhy, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. & 
| N | TukxkE 
* Phil. iii. 20. + 2 Cor. v. 7. 
4 Col. in. 2. & Tit. U. 12. 
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THERE is no caution more neceſſary to 
he given you, than that you be not con- 
formed to the world, that you do not eſteem 
every practice innocent which you ſee 
ſanctified by example; but that you make 
it your ſtudy to find out and walk in that 
narrow path, by how few ſoever you may 
ſee it frequented, which will certainly lead 
you to Heaven, Men 1n general are very 
cold and negligent in their piety, much 
given to ſenſuality, and wholly occupied 
in the trifling concerns of this mortal life : 
you muſt endeayour not to be carried away 
with the-ſtream, not to follow even a mul- 
titude to deſtruction, but to imitate perſons | 
of better judgment, There are ſome in 
every country who live under a conſtant - 
ſenſe of their duty to God; who practiſe 
ſelf-government ; who conſider themſelves. 
as ſtrangers on earth, ſitting looſe to its 
connexions, and aſpiring aner heaven as 
their only good. Theſe are the perſons | 
whoſe company you ſhould covet, whoſe. 
example you ſhould follow; you will ſee in 
them gent encts, patience, goodneſs, hea- 
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venly-mindedneſs, all thoſe Chriſtian vir- 
tues by the practice of which they have on 
earth a foretaſte of Heaven, peace of mind, 
good-will of men, and a juſt confidence in 
God: Be not you flothful, but a follower of 
them who, through faith and patience, inherit 


the promiſes,* 


I jvpox it needleſs to give you any di- 
rection as to your conduct towards your 
parents or relations, towards your ſuperiors 
or equals, towards thoſe in general with 
whom you may be connected, either by the 
natural ties of blood, or by the inſtituted 
relations of civil ſociety; for you know very 
well your duty in theſe points; and if you 
will but act according to your knowledge, 
all will go well with you. I ſay you know 
your duty as a child, as a ſubject, as an 
apprentice, or an hired ſervant, and as a 
neighbour: for I preſume you have learned 
your Catechiſm ; and the anſwer which is 
given in it to the queſtion—what is thy 
duty towards thy neighbour explains in 
ſuch a clear and conciſe manner the ſeve- 
rak 


* Heb. vi. 12. ; 
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ral branches of your duty, in whatever 
ſituation you may be placed in the world, 
that it would be ſuperfluous to ſay any thing 
in addition to what is there delivered. I 
have only to defire you to keep that anſwer 
always in your memory, and to a& in con- 
formity to it. Think not, becauſe you were 
made to repeat that Anſwer\ when you 
were a child, in the preſence of thoſe whe 
taught you your Catechiſm, that it is a 
_ childiſh thing, and may be forgotten by 
you when you are grown up: on the con- 
trary you will do well to repeat it every 
night of your life, with a due attention to 
the importance of every part of it; and to 
repent of and amend'your conduct, if any 
of your actions in the preceding day has 
been in contradiction to it. This prac- 
tice, if perſevered in, will have a very be- 
neficial effect on your e and beha- 
viour through life. 


: Thins is a failing, not uncommonly 
met with amongſt young perſons who have 
been piouſly and ſoberly educated, againſt 

Which 


[ 4 
which I muſt caution you—it conſiſts in 
their being ſo afraid of the cenſure of the 
world, or, more properly ſpeaking, of the 
ridicule of the moſt wicked and fooliſh 
part of the world, as to be aſhamed of being 
thought virtuous and religious. — Having. 
received principles of piety, benevolence, 
and ſelf- government from their parents, 
and finding, when they are puſhed into the 
world, chat they are often laughed at for 
their chaſtity, their temperance, their pa- 
tience under inſults, or their devotion, they. 
pretend to be guilty of vices which they 
really avoid, and affect to conceal or diſguiſe 
virtues which they really practiſe. It is 
not unuſual to hear them ſcoffing at reli- 
gion, leſt they ſhould be thought enthu- 
ſiaſts; boaſting of a fiery and reſentful tem- 
per, leſt they ſhould be deemed cowards; 
inſinuating a ſhameful intercourſe with 
abandoned women, leſt they ſhould not be 
eſteemed men of gallantry; ſwearing at 
every word, that they may be looked upon 
as men of ſpirit; and abuſing the frequent- 
ers of public worſhip as hypocrites, leſt 
they themſelves ſhould incur the imputa- 
tion 


e 

tion of being ſuperſtitious. And all this is 
done by them in direct oppoſition to their 
own conſcience: they inwardly tremble at 
the'terrors of the Gofpel ; and, for a time 
at leaſt, till they become hardened in fin, 
they ſecretly implore pardon of the Al- 
mighty for their open profaneneſs. But 
to young men of this diſpoſition, and to all 
others, of whatever age, who, from a falle 
ſhame and fear of the world's cenſure, dare 
not publicly profeſs their belief in the Goſ- 
pel of Jeſus Chrifl, dare not act up to what 
they think right, there is a ſhort declara- 
tion made by our Saviour himſelf, which 
they would do well ſeriouſly to conſider 
NM hoſocuer hall be aſhamed of me and of my 
words, in this adulterous and finful generation, 
of him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed 
when he cometh in the Glory of his Father * 


THrrRE are ſome other fources of va- 
nity beſides worldly grandeur or wealth, 
againſt which you ſhould be on your guard; 
but, as they are not of a very general na- 

| ture, 
* Mark viii. 38. 
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ture, and may probably apply to the caſe 
of few only, I ſhall but juſt mention them. 
I mean the vanity ariſing from am- 
bition and learning. To be ambitious 
of diſtinction in the world, is a commend- 
able quality, when it excites men to the 
performance of illuſtrious actions for the 
benefit of human kind. But this ambition 
is ſo ſeldom directed to its proper end, and 
is ſo little ſcrupulous in the choice of the 
means which it employs for the accom- 
pliſhment of its purpoſe, that it frequently 
ruins the morals of thoſe who are actuated 
by it; and thus, for the pleaſure of being 

lifted up for a moment above the common 
level of mankind, of being made a ſpectacle 
for ſilly people to admire and applaud, of 
having his ears ſtunned with the ſenſe- 
leſs noiſe of popularity, many a man has 
forfeited his character with the wiſe and 
good, and inflicted wounds on his con- 
ſcience which the balm of flattering de- 
pendants can never heal. 


Tux love of learning itſelf is not to be 
| gratified 
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gratified beyond a certain limit; it muſt 
not be indulged to the injury 6f your 
health, nor to the hindrance of your vir- 
tue; of that virtue which is employed in 
diſcharging the duties of your ſtation with 
firmneſs and activity. What will the fame 
derived from the profoundeſt learning avail 
you, if you have not learned to be pious, 
and humble, and temperate, and charitable ? 
Your wiſdom is nothing worth, unleſs you 
are wiſe in working out your falvationg 
your reſearches into the depths of philoſo- 
phy are but the triflings of an idle mind, 
unleſs they teach you to ſearch out God, 
to adore his inſcrutable perfections, and to 
regulate all your conduct in obedience to 
his will, If the condition of your parents 
ts ſuch as enables them to give you a 
learned Education, it will be a ſhame for 
you to diſappoint their hopes by idleneſs 
and profligacy: you muſt uſe diligence in 
acquiring all the knowledge you can of 
ſuch branches of ſtudy as you ſhall be di- 
rected to cultivate z but you muſt not ſuffer 
the praiſes you hear beſtowed on learning 

| to 
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to induce you to believe that there is nothing 
more excellent as a qualification; for piety 
is more excellent, ſo is benevolence, ſo is 
ſobriety, ſo is every virtue which adorns a 
Chriſtian. You muſt not let your know- 
ledge puff you up with vanity, for there 
can be no cauſe for your preſumption. - 
You may know a little more than thoſe 
who have not been inſtructed as well as 

you have been, or than thoſe whom God 

| hath not favoured with as good talents as 
he hath given you; but thoſe who know 
the moſt of any ſubject, know ſo little of it, 
that their knowledge is to them only a more 
convincing proof than other men have of 
the great and general weakneſs of the hu- 
man underſtanding: if your knowledge 
produces that reflection in you, inſtead of 
vanity, its fruit will be humility; and if! it 
does not produce it, it deceives you. 


To all the motives by which I have en- 
dea voured to ſtir up your mind to the prac- 
tice of religious duties, I will add one more, 
and it is a motive of ſuch vaſt weight, that 

if 


"Wy 
if it produces no effect in you, I mall de- 
ſpair of being able to do you good in any 
other way, than by praying to God that he 
would ſoften the obduracy of your heart; 
for you muſt be, young as you are, either 


| hardened through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, 


or corrupted by the influence of worldly 
cuſtom, or ruined by a neglected educa- 
tion. The motive I mean is—a Judgment 


to come. — If there was to be an end of all 


when there is an end of life, you would be 


in ſome meaſure at liberty to make your 


choice between virtue and vice; and though 
you would make a bad choice. in preferring 
impiety, injuſtice, and debauchery, as prin- 
ciples of conduct, before the fear of God, 

honeſty, and ſobriety ; yet, as the effects of 


your bad choice would terminate w ich your 


life, your folly might admit ſome excuſe. 


But this is not the caſe: the end of this 


mortal life, is the beginning of one which 


will have no end; you muſt lead an eternal 
life in another world, whether you defire 
to do it or hot. Have you. ever ſeriouſly 
thouzht how long this future life will laſt? 


* D | Yes, 
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Ves, vou will tell me, you know it will 
Iaſt for ever. You anſwer right; but have 


vou weighed the importance of the word 


EVER?—It is a little word, and ſoon paſſes 
the lips; but the largeſt capacity cannot 


fully comprehend its meaning. Compare 


it with a thouſand, or with ten thouſand, or 
with ten times ten hundred thouſand years, 
and you will find the longeſt. period you 
can imagine, to be ſo greatly exceeded by it, 
as to be abſolutely no part of it at all. A 
grain of ſand is a part of the earth, a drop of 
water is a part of the ocean, but the greateſt 

number of years is no part of eternity. 


This confideration is wonderful in itſelf; 
but it becomes inexpreffibly incetefting, 


when you know that nothing leſs than this 


eternity will be the meaſure of the length 


of your future life. How would you wiſh 
to ſpend this endleſs life? There is no 
doubt you will fay—happily. God is very 


good to you; he has provided for you 


means of happineſs 1 in the other world far 
exceeding any thought you can form of 
* in this; but this happineſs will not be- 

| | come 


come yours till you have ſtood your trial; 
and the iſſue of that trial may be, not hap- 
pineſs, but miſery; miſery in degree un- 
ſpeakable, in duration endleſs! But per- 
| haps you hope that, when you are brought 
co your trial, the mercy of God will par- 
don your fin through the merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt: alas! the very beſt of men, thoſe 
who have ſpent their whole lives in piety, 
righteouſneſs, ſelf- government, and con- 
tempt of the world, will be obliged to reſt 
all their hopes of ſalvation on that Ground; 
and if the righteous ſcarcely be. ſaved, where 
all the ungodly and the inner appear 9* If 
pious reſolutions in ſickneſs, and a few ſor- 
rowful ſighs when men can ſin no more, 
could ſave them through the merits of 
Chriſt, he himſelf would not haye faid— 
ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the path which. © 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
ith—for every man might find it; the 
whole world might walk in it; it would 
be broad enought to admit men ſtaggering 
with args: of wine, tottering with the diſ- 
e ee e 100 IR 
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eaſes of laſciviouſneſs, bloated by ambi- 
tion, blinded by avarice, encumbered by 
vices of every kind. If the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt is to be ſo imputed to man- 
kind, that it will ſave them who have done 
nothing to ſave themſelves, our preſent 
life would not be repreſented in Scripture 
as.'a warfare, a race, a combat, in which 
we muſt fight againſt the fleſh, the world, 
and the devil; for we might, on-that:ſup- 
poſition, be the faſt friends of them all 
through life, and yet be ſaved at the end of 
it. But, little children, let no man deceive 
you he that dorth righteouſneſs is righteous. * 
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 
_ terers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves 
with mankind,. nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
_ drunkards; nor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall 
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- I HAVE now. given yon, in as plain a. 
manner as I could, my advice on ſome of 
the moſt important points that can poſſibly 
engage the attention of any human Being. 

There is little in what I have written which 
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is above your comprehenſion at preſent, 
nothing undeſerving your attention at any 
time: I hope you will not read negligently, 
what J have written faithfully, and with a 
ſincere deſire to ſerve your beſt intereſts. 
You muſt not conſider this addreſs as a 
matter of courſe, which may be once read, 
and forgotten for ever; I hope it will be 
read often, and remembered always. I 
have been at ſome trouble in ſtepping out 
of the ordinary way, that I might prevail 
upon you, who are placed in the midſt of a 
crooked and perverſe generation, to ſet out 
and perſevere in the right way. Long 
before you will have attained the full vi- 
gour of your age, I ſhall, probably, be 
called to render an account of my labours : | 
Oh! that I may then have the comfort of 
knowing, that this my zeal for your ſalya- 
tion has not been without its uſe! May 
the very God of Peace: fſanflify you wholly - 
and I pray God your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and - 
body, be preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of 
eur Lord Feſus Chrift,* when the Trumpet 
hall ſound and the dead ſhall be raiſed, t when 


3M 1 Theſſ. v. 23. „ Cor. xv. 52. 
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the ſtate of every individual, and of you 


and me among the reſt, ſhall be fixed for 
ever and ever. 


I am 
Your faithful Servant in Jeſus Chriſt, 


\ RICHARD LANDAFF. 


